The general's "retirement"

In 1784, five weeks after his return to Mount Vernon, Washing-
ton wrote to his recent comrade-in-arms, Lafayette: "At length
... I am become a private citizen, on the banks of the Poto-
mac [left, above], and under the shadow of my own Vine and
my own Fig-tree, free from the bustle of a camp. ... I am not
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